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Abstract

This study is based on the common theoretical assumption that sees social
division as a decisive factor in the formation of parties and their influence on the
structure of the party system, where, the researcher has systematically adopted the
effect of the sociological approach in the structure of the party system in South
Africa. The study examined the structure of the community and the most important
dividing lines that are formed around it. These lines are distributed in a hierarchical
manner as follows: ethnic / racial division consisting of: blacks, whites, coloreds,
Indians (Asians); Class division between classes: upper, middle and lower; secondary
ethnolinguistic division of the four major ethnic groups; and the religious division that
is consisting of the Christian, Jews, Islam, and Hindus.

Furthermore, the study also examined the extent to which there is a reflection of
the ethnic division in political parties and the structure of the party system by studying
the ethnic representation within the political parties, mainly by knowing the structure
of the party, its history and reference, alliances, methods of mobilization, studying the
five electoral periods, including the type of the party system prevailing in South
Africa.

Keywords: Ethnicity,Parties, Party System, South Africa.
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