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I. INTRODUCTION

Since World War II, some 250 conflicts of an international and non-
international character have occurred which, along with tyrannical regime
victimizations, produced an estimated one hundred seventy million casual-
ties and other extensive harmful consequences.! Approximately ninety per-
cent of current war victims are civilians, mostly women and children,
compared to a century ago when ninety percent of those who died were
military personnel.2 Among the continuing horrors of war are many atroci-
ties which happen to both men and women. Both are taken hostage, exe-
cuted, shot, burned, bayoneted, hung, beaten, bombed, tortured, and forced
into various forms of slavery. There is an overlay of additional brutality,
however, that occurs with greater violence and frequency to women. Male
civilians are killed; female civilians are typically raped, then killed. In
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interrogations, males are savagely beaten; females are savagely beaten and
raped.3

Sexual violence during armed conflict takes many forms, such as:4
rape,’ forced sexual intercourse or other sexual acts with family members .5
forced impregnation,? forced pregnancy, sexual mutilation,® sexual humili-
ation,!9 medical experimentation on women’s sexual and reproductive or-
gans,!! forced abortion,!2 forced sterilization,!3 forced prostitution,!4 being
compelled to exchange sexual favors for essential items or services,!5 being
compelled to exchange sexual favors for the return of children,!¢ being

3. KELLY DAWN ASKIN, WAR CRIMES AGAINST WOMEN: PROSECUTION IN INTERNATIONAL
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involved in trafficking in women,!7 forced sexual slavery!8 being the sub-
ject of pornography,!9 and forced cohabitation/marriages.29 In recent years,
women and girls have been raped with burning wood, knives and other
objects.2l They have been sexually assaulted and raped by government
forces and non-state actors, friendly forces, police responsible for their
protection, checkpoint guards, prison guards, administrators and staff of
refugee camps, fellow refugees, looters, lawless gangs, local politicians,
neighbors 22 and family members under threat of death.23 They have been
maimed or sexually mutilated, and often later killed or left to die.24

Sexual torture of women is also used to cause terror sufficient to drive
whole populations out of an area, or to deter male activists from revolu-
tionary activity. “In this respect, the gendered division of violence acts to
keep repressive regimes in power.”25

While there is a hoped-for major impact on impunity with the
Yugoslavia and Rwanda Tribunals, and the new International Criminal
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