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Abstract :

The agricultural policy of Rome in ancient Maghreb was an integral part
of its strategy to control resources and strengthen its economic influence. Rome
aimed to exploit the fertile lands of North Africa for the production of wheat
and essential crops, which helped secure food supplies for the empire.
Alongside the economic goal, there were political motives aimed at ensuring
control over the region and securing its borders. Rome also adopted a policy of
"Romanization" to fully integrate the region into its administrative and cultural
system. North Africa was renowned for producing wheat, olives, and grapes,
alongside the development of industries related to agriculture, such as olive oil
and wine production, as well as pottery and ceramics. Trade flourished as a
result of exporting these crops and the development of ports and trade routes.
The organization of land through the "centuriation" system and its distribution
to Roman settlers played a crucial role in promoting agriculture. Rome also
established advanced irrigation systems and carefully regulated water
distribution to boost production. Rome imposed agricultural taxes and utilized
advanced farming tools and techniques, contributing to increased productivity.
This agricultural and commercial activity led to the flourishing of economic
relations between Rome and North Africa. The region became a key pillar in
supplying the empire with essential resources, strengthening the economic and
trade ties between both sides.
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