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Abstract :

This research examines some craft activities in the
Chinguetti Countries (Mauritania) during the eighteenth
and nineteenth centuries AD, based on the references
mentioned in the Nawazil Fighiya. The importance of this
topic is highlighted as it relates to the history of economic
activities in one of the African societies during the pre-
colonial era through indigenous local sources who lived
through the events. Unfortunately, researchers in modern
and contemporary African history have focused their
attention on the history of African societies since the
beginning of the European colonial era as a result of the
abundance of European documents, and most of them did
not address the pre-colonial period except in passing
references that were only an introduction to the study of the
colonial era. This is attributed to the scarcity of books on
the history of Africa in that era, and those writings relied
mainly on oral narratives and anthropological studies that
sought intentional pursuit - in service of imperialist goals -
to draw comparisons between the situation of African
society before and after colonialism, and thus presented a
directed and incomplete picture. The reassurance of it in the
history of African society before the colonial era.

In light of this, this study tries to throw a stone into
the stagnant waters, and urged researchers in modern
African history to refer to some important local sources
despite their lack of belonging to the historical field,
namely the Nawazil Fighiya which researchers in Islamic
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history gave great importance, and through which they
monitored The conditions of African society, while
researchers excluded them in modern and contemporary
history as a historical source that can be used, thinking that
some of the Nawazil include only jurisprudential
information.

The problem here lies in the confusion between the
concepts of the fatwa and the Nazilah, for the catastrophe is
a case presented to the jurists, and it expresses the reality of
actually living, and then it is more precise in expression
than the fatwa that includes asking people about the legal
rulings, whether they happen or not.

With regard to the Chinguetti countries, the model of
this study, the Nawazil cited a number of important signs
through which some crafts and economic activities could be
monitored, as well as the most prominent problems that
craftsmen suffered from, which will be highlighted in this
study.

Key words: Chinguetti Countries, Mauritania, Craft
Activities, Nawzil Fighiya, pre-colonial Africa
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